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Minutes 
Staff Senate Retreat 
Thursday, July 12, 2007 
 
Members Present:  Toni Bahn, Paul Bixby, Donald Blagg, Renee Clay, Bill Curren, 
Candy Erbe, Leanna Foshe, Lisa Frye, Gerald Golden, Kenley Haley, Angela Hand, Cat 
Hopkins, Jeremy McAtee, Javene Mounce, Autumn Parker, Michele Payne, Felisha 
Perrodin, Diane Reynolds, Henry Rowe, Eric Vaught, Jim Wells, Liz Williams and Susan 
Yell. 
 
Members Absent:  David Lacy, Ronnie Lane, Dianne Melahn and Teresa Scott. 
 
I. The Staff Senate Meeting was called to order at 8:32am by Chair, Paul Bixby. 
II. Introduction of each Staff Senator 
III. Guest Speaker: Bob Smith – Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic 
Affairs 
a. General highlights of changes and updates from 2006-2007 
b. Topics included:  UA overarching goals, 2010 Commission, Diversity, 
Arkansas World Trade Center. 
IV. Guest Speaker: Johnetta Cross Brazzell – Vice Chancellor for Student 
Affairs 
Spoke on how we are all partners in student education.  She challenged Staff 
Senate to make the goals for the new year student oriented.  How can we be 
successful so that our students are successful? 
 
V. Guest Speaker: Richard Hudson – Vice Chancellor for Government 
Relations 
Gave an overview on the current legislative decisions that affected the 
University of Arkansas.   
a. 3.5% increase in state funding 
b. Merit pay increases for state employees 
c. Career service recognition doubled. 
d. Employees can be reimbursed for tips when traveling. 
e. Educational Leave for employees 
     
VI. Goal Forum 
Senate discussed previous year’s goals and brainstormed with goals for 
the new year. 
a. Elections – Donnie Blagg 
1. Getting nominations put online 
2. Will start the election process early. 
3. 1st  committee meeting is tentatively scheduled before the end of 
the summer 
b. Communication – Felisha Perrodin 
1. Continue working on the Staff Senate Website 
2. Promoting the website and list serve. 
 
c. Employee of the Quarter/Employee of the Year – Susan Yell 
 
d. Finance Committee – Leanna Foster 
1. Committee plans on working on the bylaws regarding a chair 
position in the Finance Committee. 
2. $99.25 left over from 2007 FY 
3. The budget for 2008 is $3980. 
 
e. Safety – Dianne Melahn, Ronnie Lane (Not Present) 
f. Legislative – Eric Vaught 
1. Try to meet with legislative for the next biennium 
2. Have a meet and greet meeting on the politician’s calendar 
g. Internal Affairs – Angela Hand 
1. Having day care at the University 
2. Domestic Partner benefits 
3. Freedom of Information act 
h. Scholarship – Kenley Haley 
1. Will look into endowments 
i. Parking & Transit – Gerald Golden 
1. Keeping a good working relationship with parking and transit. 
2. Parking and Transit will have a new plan, looking to see how this 
will affect staff. 
j. Awards – Diane Reynolds 
1. Outstanding Community Awards 
2. Graduate recognition 
3. Team Award 
k. Special Events – Michelle Payne 




Meeting Adjourned at 2:22pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Angela Davis 
